Trees growing with all the space, sun, soil and warmth they need take beautiful, natural forms. They grow balanced; orienting their branches and leaves to gain all the sun available, but not overgrowing to the extent that high winds or snow burdens break their strong limbs.
Trees grow vigorously; they have a lust for sun and life. Snap off an ash sapling and it will form a multistem. Shaded beech grow superfast towards the light, elongated with few leaves. Yew touch the ground and layer, cherry throw up suckers from roots. Pollard a lime and it explodes with regrowth.  

We love to have trees surrounding us; they are majestic and grounding, peaceful and powerful. They connect us to nature and to the sky. Shot through with wildlife and texture, their extraordinary colours in spring and autumn and familiar winter contours define the English countryside.
The allure of trees brings them close to us; into our gardens. Trees do what comes naturally to them and they grow as big and strong as they can. We have then to somehow manage their exuberance; work for the TREE SURGEON.
The professional tree surgeon has an eclectic range of talents, firstly a head for heights! Fitness and strength, but also an empathic and artistic attitude towards their subject. Communicating with the customer and interpreting requirements is also a necessary skill. Unfortunately tree surgery can attract the type of person who loves danger, working alone and big power tools but little “feel” for their subject.
Your tree surgeon will understand not only the nature of trees, but their structural safety and epidemiology.
 They can advise you of any necessary work to increase the life of your tree and make sure you are as safe as you can be from total tree failure or falling branches.

THE WAY TREES GROW 

· Too big
· Thin and lanky

· branches out at awkward angles

· twin spires or multi stemmed

· thick and dense

· unbalanced or top heavy
· twisted, off at an angle

· epicormic growth (dense mass of twigs from the base or trunk)

· ageing, dying back

FAULTS / WEAKNESSES AND DISEASES compromising the strength of the tree

· Fungal bodies – not necessarily causing harm but some can affect the structural strength of the tree by breaking down the lignin (elastic fibres), leaving the tree too rigid and prone to catastrophic limb failure
· Twin spires – when there is no dominant stem to the tree, the join between the competing spires is structurally a weak point; the spires can pull apart.
· Wounds – man made / lightening / snapped branch - can result in cavities where rot sets in; these can be especially worrisome when the wound is not visible, yet the rot has made its way down the middle of the trunk.
· Crossing branches – rubbed areas lack the strength of a fully formed limb.
· Pathogens – we’ve all heard of Dutch Elm disease, current infestations such as Leaf Miner moths whose grubs feed on the chlorophyll containing parts of horse chestnut tree leaves. Phytopthera also attack horse chestnuts.

TERMS APPLIED TO TREE SURGERY

Main pruning definitions

· Crown lift

· Crown clean

· Crown thin

· Crown reduction

· Pollard
Further terminology

· Dieback
· Decay

· Crown

· Coppicing

· Senescence

· Callus

· Flush cut

· Formative pruning

· TPO

· Lopping and topping

FINER POINTS OF TREE SURGERY

· Placing of cuts

· Size of branch cut

· Reasons to remove branches

· Health of the tree; balance, integrity, 

· What wouldn’t be acceptable

COMMON MYTHS

· You should only prune at certain times of the year
